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influence is felt as far as Central Siberia. Buddhism, originating
in North India, spread from Bengal to Kashmir north, and
Ceylon south."

" Behar, or Magadh, was formerly the seat of a great empire.
In the time of Sandracottus, or Chandragupta, Asoko reigned
at Patna, B. C. 319.   He was the king of all India. His edicts,
engraved on rocks from Kattak to Girnar in Guzurat, and on the
Delhi, Allahabad, and other columns, have been decyphered
through the labours of J. Prinsep and Dr. Mill. Behar is famous
in all Buddhist countries for having been the scene of the life
and labours of Buddha, the great teacher. He flourished, accord-
ing to the Chinese accounts, and in the opinion of Klaproth
and Wilson, 1,000 B. C.    He was born at Gya, the son of
Sudadan, king of Magadh, and of the family of Sakya.   When
grown up, he retired to the desert, where he spent six years
.in contemplation and ascetic   practices; he then proceeded
with a band of followers to Benares to propagate his doctrines,
which were opposed by the advocates of fire worship, who had
come from Persia.    He travelled as far as Ceylon, and through
Magadh, diffusing his tenets. Eajgriha, "the mountain-girt city,**
was a celebrated metropolis, situated to the south of Gya, long
the seat of empire and a centre for Buddhism in Behar, until
the court was removed to Palibothra by king Asoko,   Buddha
itinerated in the mountainous region to the south of it, preaching
his doctrines,   Jarasand, king of India, also resided here; some
ruins yet remaining are said to have been built by him,"

Our brief sketch is finished. We trust that Parasnath may ere
long emerge from its obscurity; and while appreciated as a
minor sanatarium, the hill with its associations and the sur-
rounding country may excite an interest in the social and com-
mercial development of a district hitherto a terra incognita.